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EXTRACTS FROM THE SEVENTIETH AN- 
NUAL REPORT OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 


' ‘Men die; institutions live.’ At the age of sev- 
enty, the human frame gives signs of abating force 
and eventual decay; but in organizations for Chris- 

_ tian work another law prevails—a law of constant 
growth, of abiding energy, of increasing power, of 

_ enlarged efficiency. 

Seventy years ago this month a convention of dele- 
gates from twenty-eight Bible societies met in the 
city of New York and organized the American Bible 
Society. All who-participated in the business of that 
‘convention have passed away from earth, and of the 
crowd of interested spectators only one is known to 
survive; but in the good providence of God, the 
Society whose organization was hailed with enthusi- 
asm as a happy omen of Christian union and co-eper- 
ation, from which local feelings, party prejudices, 
and sectarian jealousies were*excluded, and whose 
work, even in the beginning, was enveloped with a 
halo of grandeur, has gone from strength to strength, 
ministering to the blessedness of millions and diffus- 
ing radiance through the world. No tongue can tell, 
‘no pen can describe, how much better, how much 
happier, how much more prosperous, the world is to- 
day than it would have been had the Bible been a 
sealed book for seventy years past. The power of 
that open book in our land, and its power throughout 
the world in controlling opinion and conduct, was 
never greater than it is to-day ; and among the agen- 
cies which God has employed for securing this result 
the American Bible Society has a place in the fore- 
‘most rank. 

_ The year to which this Report refers, while marked 

by some special features, has on the whole been one 

of satisfactory progress and prosperity. In foreign 

ands especially, a larger area has been covered and 
larger distribution of Scriptures made than in any 
ious year, notwithstanding Mohammedan inter- 
ce in Turkey and Persia, priestly intrigue and 
osition in Mexico and South America, and clouds 
rar in China. : 

death-roll of 1885 bears the names of many 

who have been conspicuous in. public life, and 

g them it is fitto make mention here of two, 

> relations to this Board of Managers were most 

te. At the last annual meeting of the Society, 


was detained by illness, a resolution was 


manner, three hundred and eighty-four. 


1 which the newly-elected President, Mr. Freling- 


presented by Dr. Samuel Irenzeus Prime, instructing 
the Secretaries to communicate to Mr. Frelinghuysen 
and his family the profound sympathy felt for them 
in their anxiety, andthe earnest hope that it might 
please God in his great mercy to raise him up from 
his sick bed, and continue his useful and honored 
life for further distinguished service in the church 
and the country. 

But it was otherwise ordered, and on the 2oth of 
May, 1885, he entered into rest. Although his election 
to the presidency of the Society took place only six 
months before, Mr. Frelinghuysen’s name had been 
on the list of Vice-Presidents for twenty-one years, 
and his interest in the Society’s work had been 
evinced in many ways. At its anniversary in 1851, 
he made an eloquent address in support of a resolu- 
tion “that the Bible is worthy of the support of all, 
and especially of the American patriot.” For the 


New Jersey Wycliffe Celebration, in 1880, he pre- 


pared an address on the “Relations of the English 
Bible to Civil and Religious Liberty.” ies 

A delegation from the Board attended Mr. Freling- 
huysen’s funeral, at Newark, and a commemorative 
paper was subsequently adopted and entered on its 
minutes. 

Dr. Prime’s death followed after a short interval, 
depriving the Society of a life-long friend, who in 
1849, for a brief period, filled the office of Correspond- 
ing Secretary, and ever after was accustomed, as a 
Life Director, to attend the monthly meetings of the 
Board and participate in the conduct of its business. 


TREASURER. 
Since the death of the late Mr. Whitlock, which 
occurred in 1875, the office of Treasurer has remained 
vacant, its duties having been performed by the 
Assistant Treasurer. The time has come, in the 
judgment of the Board of Managers, when the inter- 
ests of the Society will be promoted by blending 
these two offices, and assigning to the Treasurer the 
duties hitherto allotted to the Assistant Treasurer. 
Mr. Andrew L. Taylor has resigned the office of 
Assistant Treasurer and Mr. William Foulke, Jr., has 
been elected Treasurer. 
LIFE DIRECTORS AND LIFE MEMBERS. 
_ The number of Life Directors constituted during 
the year, by the usual payment, is twenty-one ; Life 
Members constituted during the year, in the same 


As the importance of having life-long 
parts of our widely extended country can hardly be | 
overrated, the Board of Managers desire to remind 
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all persons who are interested in the distribution of 
the Holy Scriptures of the advantages which come 
from such hearty and manifested co-operation as 
is specially provided for in the Constitution of the 
American Bible Society. The first thing to be 
thought of in any community is provision for local 
needs, which may well be made through some tem- 
porary committee, or by the more formal organiza- 
tion of a county society, with a well-defined and 
easily reached territory. But as the Bible is a book 
for all nations, as well as our own, every philanthro- 
pist may well take a broader view and inquire how 
he may best contribute to make that book accessible 
in far-off lands. This Society invites every lover of 
his race to enroll himself as one of those who intend, 
so long as they live on earth, to do their utmost to 
secure the proclamation of the truth by means of the 
printed Scriptures. 

The Constitution of the Society provides that each 
subscriber of three dollars annually shall be a Mem- 
ber; that each subscriber of thirty dollars at one 
time shall be a Member for Life; and that each sub- 
scriber of one hundred and fifty dollars at one time, 
or one who by a single additional payment increases 
his original subscription to one hundred and fifty 
dollars, shall be a Director for Life. 


RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS. 

In the last Annual Report the fact was stated that 
during the four years ending March 31st, 1885, the 
available receipts of the Society had fallen short of 
its expenditures $255,097 99. Attention was also 
called to this in a circular issued early in the fiscal 
year by a committee of the Board, with the hope that 
there would be no necessity for curtailing the work, 
either at home or in the foreign field. 

Owing in some measure undoubtedly to the general 
depression in business which extended throughout 
the country, the responses to this appeal were too 
few to encourage the Board to continue its operations 
on the same scale as in previous years; and the 
Board deemed it prudent to make a large reduction 
in its expenditure for colportage, and to keep its 
outlay within its income by reducing the number of 
colporteurs in its employ. 

The receipts of the last year from all sources 
applicable to the general purposes of the Society were 
$523,910 59, a decrease from the previous year of 
$64,003 75; while the total expenditures were 
$499,998 75, or $23,911 84 less than the receipts, and 
$119,883 83 less than was expended the previous year. 

While the Managers congratulate the Society that 
the work of the year has been provided for by the 
current receipts, they regret that there has not been a 
larger interest manifested in the present effort to 
place the Bible in every home in the land. 

It is indeed a matter of surprise that many persons 
and many churches, while admitting in general 
terms the importance of a wide distribution of the 
Scriptures throughout the world, allow year after year 


to pass without contributing to promote that distribu- 5 


tion through the agency of this Society. 

For many years past the funds of the Society have 
been greatly augmented by legacies, and it is to them 
that its present efficiency is largely due. Without 
these generous bequests, it would have been simply 
impossible to do what has been accomplished in 
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searching out families beyond the reach of all ordinary 
evangelizing influences, and in carrying the printed 
gospel to nations buried in darkness and sin. The 
donors rest from their labors, but their beneficence 1s 
yet operative, and no one can compute the good 
results of their bequests. The Managers appeal to 
the friends of the Society, not only for liberal gifts 
year by year, during their lifetime, but for generous 
provision from their estates after they are gone. 
The table herewith presented contains a summary 
of the principal sources of receipts from year to year, 
and shows how small a part of its income has been 
derived directly from church contributions and the 
gifts of the living; and the Board is constrained to 
give expression to the conviction that without more 
liberal gifts from all who love the Bible, and gifts of 
large amount from those whom God has prospered, 
the operations of the Society must ere long be greatly 


reduced. 
70th Year. 69th Year. 68th Year. 67th Year. 


DDC SACICS. Nave cove ces secs ve $182,488 68 $138,591 10 $156,372 80 $184,179 20 


Churches and Individuals 29,461 61 31,251 10 $1,363 92 82,248 67 
Auxiliary gifts:........... 28,758 57 28,034 88 25,806 18 28,118 66 
Auxiliary purchase....... 186,675 00 158,738 01 153,018 64 145,424 30 
Colporteur sales.......... 52,297 10 95,887 55 117,948 42 57,205 53 
Other SAlE8... ..ccseccereee 48,152 32 43,114 81 44,428 00 389,651 96 
Returns from grants, U.S. 1,716 55 2,410 31 8,366 16 4,957 22 
Returnsfromfor'gnlands 36,665 04 34,715 17 35,013 46 388,757 54 
Income from trusts....... 12,445 14 9,993 34 9,605 72 6,412 80 
TIMCLEBb cits iinctetvains atreesle < 10,162 10 *25,811 61 19,427.42 21,689 88 
Rents) x. ecdiscsndescetsie 82,412 S1 32,154 84 $1,624 84 82,294 47 
Miscellaneous............. 7,675 67 7,262 12 12,74405 9,552 61 


$528,910 59 $587,914 84 $640,719 06 $598,495 84 
* Including $10,000, the principal of the Marquand Fund. 


The Fourth Re-supply is by no means completed. 
A few States have yet to be canvassed, while a corps 
of colporteurs is needed for work in the Territories 
where the expenditures must be great, and where the 
people can be reached through no other agency. 
This work will be prosecuted as rapidly as the gifts 
of the churches and friends of the Society will warrant. 

The appropriations already pledged by the Board 
for the foreign work of the coming year amount to 
$178,658. 

SCRIPTURES PRINTED AND PURCHASED. 

These have amounted, during the year, to 1,274,036 
copies, as follows : 


Vol’s for 
Test’s. Portions. Blind. Total. 


420,000 87,000 200 851,200 


Bibles. 


Printed at Bible House . 344,000 


Imported from abroad . 2,806 3,102 Be ci 6,083 
Printed abroad . . . . %4,970 69,365 217,113 ... 311,448 
Purchased abroad . . . 9,100 62,850 33,405 ... 105,355 


380,876 555,317 337,643. 200 1,274,036 _ 
ISSUES. 


The total issues of the year, at home and in ; 


foreign lands, amounts to 1,437,440 copies, as follows ¢ 
FROM THE BIBLE HOUSE: ; 


- Bibles one aan els wo SBMS. 
Testaments Me ae % «  “e 489,318 
Integral Portions of the Bible . a 86,476 = 
Volumes for the Blind OF ae ee 207 


f — 904,179 
IN FOREIGN LANDS: ; 
Bibles” PW Resas TS. es se melincans vir 
Testaments ia. 2s does) a. Ay Pepe leon : oe 
POLHONS 06" peck ae ae a a eee bes iso 
. ; 533,261 ~~ 
Total number of copies . . 1,437,440 


Of the volumes issued from the Bible House, 51,342 copies _ 


were sent to foreign lands, and are not here counted amo 
the issues in foreign countries. - ; : 
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THE ISSUES OF THE SOCIETY DURING: SEVENTY 
YEARS AMOUNT TO FORTY-SIX MILLIONS, EIGHT 
HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-SEVEN THOUSAND, SIX HUN- 
DRED AND FORTY-SIX COPIES. (46,877,646.) 


MISSIONARY AND BENEVOLENT WORK. 


The American Bible Society was founded “to en- 
courage a wider circulation of the Holy Scriptures.” 
This requires a variety of agencies and involves large 
expenditures, The Scriptures have not merely to be 
printed and bound, but distributed, for experience 
has proved that commercial channels will not carry 
them to distant homes in such a country as this. 
Multitudes would remain destitute of this precious 
gift unless it were brought to their very doors. This 
is demonstrated by the fact that about one out of 
every eight families visited, during the present re- 
supply, had no Bible. 

The agents of the auxiliary societies and the col- 
porteurs employed by this Society are therefore, in a 
very important sense, missionaries. They are sent to 
commend the Scriptures to the people and place a 
copy in every home where it will be received. Thus 
to the poor the gospel is preached, and a precious 
boon is bestowed on families that are sought out by 
personal endeavor and at large expense, that they may 
not lack the bread of life. 

The same features characterize the foreign work. 
After the Scriptures have been translated into various 
languages (a work by no means yet complete), the 
labor and expense of publication follow. Judicious 

_ methods of distribution have also to be adopted. It 
would be an easy matter to dispose of large numbers 
_of Scriptures by giving them away indiscriminately ; 
and doubtless some good would be accomplished, 
_ but it would be attended with great waste. The best 
_ results can only be secured by the employment of men 
; who havea personal knowledge of the Bible, and can 
: commend it to others. Hence the large number of 
colporteurs laboring for the Society in foreign lands. 


in many cases only a small part of the cost, while gifts 


hope that the book will be appreciated. 

Aside, therefore, from making the Bible the 
cheapest of all books and thus promoting its wider 
circulation, the American Bible Society is conducting 
a great missionary and benevolent work. The receipts 
available for this object amounted to $251,697 69. 
This includes the gifts of the living, the bequests of 
the departed, income from trust funds and interest, 
avails of sales from books donated, and returns from. 
foreign Agencies. 

With this may be compared the following items of 
benevolent expenditure : x 

Salaries and expenses of colporteurs, including 
freight on books, $48,353 28; donations of books to 
auxiliary societies, churches, individuals, missionary 
ocieties, etc., including Scriptures for the blind, 
30,807 91; discount on sales, $18,412 80; books 
sued to life members and life directors, $9,389 23; 
nsignments to the foreign agencies, of the value of 
882 27; and cash disbursements to the Society’s 
eign agencies and to various missionary societies, 
ounting to $137,357 98. ; 


<< 
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_ The prices at which they sell the Scriptures represent. 


are made to the poor wherever there is a reasonable. 
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THE GENERAL SUPPLY OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Although from diminished receipts, consequent. in 
a great measure upon the prostration of business, 
this work has not been conducted on the same scale 
as during the first two years of the General Re-supply, 
yet satisfactory progress has been made, and 60,000 
homes which at the beginning of the year were with- 
out a copy of the Scriptures are now possessed of 
this great blessing. In the same way during the 
progress of the present exploration, more than half a 
million families and individuals in the United States, 
that were found to be destitute of the Bible, have 
been supplied. Thus the Society has been prosecu- 
ting its beneficent work, and the Managers desire to 
give special emphasis to the fact that its usefulness 
is not to be measured by the extent of its business, 
but by the benevolent character of its distribution. 
Most of its books have gone to the destitute and to 
those whom the book merchant does not reach. 

The following summary shows what has been ac- 
complished : 

I. Work of Auxiliaries. 


Auxiliaries reporting during the year . c S 794 

He engaged in the canvass of their fields . 133 
Paid agents employed by them Pera eels 158 
Unpaid local visitors . 2 ; 5 ‘ : 455 


Families visited « 402,254 


Y found without the Scriptures ° - 87,348 
ee supplied A f ‘ ; r - 27,885 
Individuals supplied in addition . ' - 12,101 


2. Distribution by Pastors. 


Although pastors and missionaries in many places 
have had grants of books for distribution in their own 
neighborhoods, yet few of them report results; so that 
many destitute families are supplied with the Scrip- 
tures through their agency, which are not included 
in this summary. From Texas reports have been » 
received from ten pastors. They visited 1,097 fam- 
ilies, found 152 without the Scriptures, and supplied 
besides 192 individuals. 


3. Colportage Work. 


Two hundred and six colporteurs have been em- 
ployed for the whole or part of the year, as follows : 


Alabama) > <1) ¢'— e+ b+ sMinnesota Seegesaneuae 

. Arkansas. 2 ig <u 2% Mississl pple ah noes meL LO 
California, <>. “.;.- Lee Missouri) ay en nce 
Colorado . , % 1 Nebraska . ; ee 
Dakota SMa 2 sel - (Oo eeNorth Carolina Pyare, veil! 

_ Georgia @ . Ay Ri Ohio. 5 2 cs ue 
Illinois. . sc es 6 {South Carolina, . chal is 
Indiana one 7+ .%>- Dennessee: .7> « Pel; 
Towards 1% wioimieer Texas, 7 . . hate 
Kansas A ’ - West Virginia . wits 
Kentucky . . 16— Wisconsin . alae LO 
Michigan . ta OD 


There were books in the hands 

of the colporteurs at the close - 

of the last fiscal year to the - 

value of rapes + et 9) $88,891 33 
Consignments were sent to the * 

value of Cm nN ee ac esse) fae NOELLE 

; —— $81,301 32. 

The sales by colporteurs were ’ 

120,564 copies, of the value of $52,088 88 
They donated 34,856 copies, of 

thes valley Ofte er wees ais a ee 
Making a total of value of 

books sold and donated ar 
Leaving still in their posses- 

sion for future work, books |. 
“to-the’ valuevOfse (Se seh « 


9,092 70 


61,181 58 


$20,119 74 
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The salaries and expenses of colporteurs, including 
freight on books, amounted to $48,353 28, which with 
the books donated by them to destitute families and 
individuals, make the total expenditures for this 
department of the Society’s work, $57,445 98. The 
results are as follows: 


Days of service rendered . j 23,705 
Miles travelled on official business . 296,078 
Families visited by them : 5 3 fi - 892,519 
‘* found without a copy of the Scriptures . 43,159 
Destitute families supplied by sale or gift 82,309 
ve individuals supplied in addition 18,196 
4. Combined Results. 
Families visited by A. B. S. and auxiliaries . 755,870 
oe found without the Scriptures 80,689 
et supplied . . 5 ‘ 59,844 
Individuals supplied in addition 30,489 


Results of the Present Re-supply. 


During the four years the Fourth Re-supply- has 
been in progress a vastly wider distribution of Scrip- 
tures has been made than in any equal period of the 
Society’s history, as the following tabulated results 
show: 


Families visited Sad tay eee 8,829,225 
os found without the Scriptures . 475,555 
ce supplied . ‘ : 5 335,021 
Individuals supplied in addition 194,369 


_ In the first four years of the Third Re-supply, from 
1866 to 1870, the following were the results : 


Hamilies visited. je. ccs5 a Se) gs 2,345,648 
U4! found without the Scriptures . 210,880 
HY supplied . Fe 2 190,249 
Individuals supplied in addition 63,204 


TRANSLATIONS AND REVISIONS. 


Portions of the Old Testament for the Gilbert 
Islanders are to be printed at Honolulu this year, and 
unpublished portions of the Ponape New Testament 
are soon to be put to press at the Bible House. 

Mrs. Robertson’s version of the New Testament in 
Muskokee is well advanced, and the greater part of it 
has been printed. 

Unexpected delays have occurred in Japan, and the 
completion of the Old Testament is for a while de- 
ferred. A translation of Leviticus, Numbers, Deut- 
eronomy, and Daniel has been furnished for publica- 
tion, and the Book of Isaiah is expected to be ready 
for the press at an early date. 

Rijutei’s translation of the Gospel of Luke in Corean 
is ready for publication whenever it shall be needed. 

Dr. McDonald, of Bangkok, has made a version of 

Proverbs in Siamese which is ready for the press. 
_ In China, some portions of the Old Testament have 
been prepared in the Shanghai Colloquial by Dr. 
J. W. Lambuth and Rev. E. H. Thomson; and a 
local committee from the Presbyterian Mission at 
Canton has been revising the Canton Colloquial New 
Testament. , 

The tgend of discussion in China indicates a wide- 
spread conviction on the part of missionaries that a 
version of the Scriptures in Easy Wenli will be best 
suited for distribution in large portions of the empire 
where the Mandarin Colloquial does not prevail; but 
no general agreement has yet been reached as to the 
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tions and from all lands may heartily commend, and 
as a help toward the solution of the important prob- 
lem, the Board have authorized the printing tentatively 
of an Easy Wenli version of one of the Gospels, pre- 
pared by the veteran missionary, Dr. Henry Blodget. 

The revision of the Modern Sytiac Old Testament 
is so far advanced that arrangements for printing it 
will need to be matured this year. ; 

Only tentative work has been done, thus far, in the 
way of preparing for a new version of the Scriptures 
in Portuguese. Some of the missionaries in Brazil 
have issued a few chapters of the Gospel of Luke, as 
an expression of the preferences of laborers in that 
country, and an earnest of what may be expected 
from them in the way of co-operation. It is expected 
that a committee of translators will be organized in 
Portugal, also, under the auspices of the British and 
Foreign Bible Society, to work in a similar line, in 
the hope that a version common to both countries 
will be the result. 

The Rev. H. B. Pratt has pursued through the year, 
with indefatigable zeal, his purpose of making a new 
version of the Old Testament in Spanish, directly 
from the original, and has generously placed at the 
disposal of the Society all the results of his studies 
and work thus far. The Book of Genesis, after having 
received the favorable judgment of competent critics, 
has been printed, and will be circulated in advance 
‘of other portions of the translation. Arrangements 
have been made by which Mr. Pratt will devote his 
whole time for two years to come to this line of work, 
and there is good reason to hope that he will also 
receive criticism and help from the Madrid agency of 
the British and Foreign Bible Society. 


GENERAL VIEW OF OPERATIONS IN FOREIGN 
COUNTRIES. 


In a conversation which the Master had with his 
disciples in Samaria, near Jacob’s well, he reminded 
them of a familiar saying, ‘One soweth and another 
reapeth.” In distributing the Scriptures in foreign 
lands, the Bible Society is simply a sower of seed. It 
baptizes no converts, it builds no churches, it founds 
no schools, it teaches no industrial arts, it maintains 
no hospitals, it publishes no comments and treatises, 
it edits no newspapers. All these things other organ- 
izations may fitly do, establishing institutions and 
waiting to gather in results. But the Society’s work 
is preparatory to all that is good. It seeks the bless- 
edness of those that sow beside all waters. It follows 
the ancient counsel, “In the morning sow thy seed, 
and in the evening withhold not thy hand,” and it is — 
not forgetful of the reason given for liberal outlay, 
“thou knowest not whether shall prosper, either this 
or that, or whether both shall be alike good.” Its 
duty is, wisely, diligently, faithfully to sow the seed 
which is embodied in the Holy Scriptures, and which 
has a vitality and a potency of its own, independent of © 
man’s endeavors. ae 

From the nature of the case, therefore, the Society — 
cannot tell what harvest has come from its sowing. 


Others do the reaping, and it were a fruitless enquiry ” 
to ask what definite results are due to a wide distribu- _ 
tion of the Scriptures in pagan, Mohammedan, and — 
nominally Christian lands. ae 

But the Managers have the satisfaction of reminding _ 


best mode of securing a result which all can accept. 
It is greatly to be desired that any new version 
designed for the great body of the Chinese people, 
should be one which missionaries of all denomina- 
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the members of the Society that the foreign work has 
been steadily growing, year by year and period by 
period, and that last year the total circulation in other 
lands was largely in advance of any figures before 
reported. The tables which are here appended show 
a circulation, outside of the United States, of 584,603 
volumes, while during a period of twenty years, the 
total number was 6,368,532. The tables also show 
that the saZes in foreign countries are increasing still 
more rapidly, or in other words, that the ze¢ expendi- 
ture fer volume for circulating the Scriptures, is grow- 
ing less year by year. 

Such results are due not alone to the faithful ad- 
ministration of the Society’s Agents, but also in a 
large degree to the generous and hearty co-operation 
of the great body of American missionaries, who ap- 
preciate the importance to the permanence of their 
own enterprises of having the Scriptures in the hands 
of the people, and who spend their time and strength 
to promote that result. 


TABLE OF FOREIGN DISTRIBUTION. 


| 70th Year.| 69th Year.|68th Year.| 67th Year. 


No. of Books. 
Printed abroad— 

Liste ey) 24,970 18,166 10,624 17,894 
Testaments. 69,365 34,919 52,077 57,404 
Portions....... 217,13 344,545 265,221 383,099 

Total...... 311,448 397,660 327,922 458,397 

Purchased abroad— 
BES RCS ots ccscwccas 9,100 9,019 6,695 7,612 
Testaments. ae 62,850 61,141 67,979 34,186 
Portions ....... 33,405 26,169 | 35,485 44,372 
APOE as cceckscadvensecsons 105,355 96,329 110,159 86,170 
Issued abroad— 
135li) Pe ee 31,536 24,310 24,954 28,460 
Test’s and Parts...... 401,725 23,828 426,210 374,115 
cL <a eee 533,261 448,138 451,164 402,575 
Sent abroad.................. 51,342 60,581 59,382 70,389 
Foreign circulation...... 584,603 508,719 510,546 472,964 
Cash Remittances to a ¥ i 
: foreign lands............. $137,357 98 ($142,292 58 /$167,452 41 |$146,754 44 
Cash Receipts from , 
foreign lands.. $36,665 04 | $34,715 19 | $53,013 46 | $38,757 54 


eo 


TABLE OF RECEIPTS, ISSUES, AND FOREIGN 
EXPENDITURE. 


Entire Foreign Foreign Returns from 
Receipts. Circulation. Circulation. Expenditure. foreign lands. 


Five Years. 


1866 to 1871....$8,655,453 94 6,270,182 1,881,783 $877,365 60 $27,889 11 
1871 to 1876.... 3,128,734 66 5,070,058 1,107,536 388,865.46 54,212 7 
1876 to 1881.... 2,667,655 49 5,756,445 1,376,089 480,387 56 116,639 48 

7,994,835 2,553,584 727,838 10 =: 192,577 76 


1881 to 1886.... 2,855,409 22 


6,368,542 $1,974,954 78 


$12,315,233 31 25,091,470 $591,319 07 


Grants of money have been made, as usual, to 
missionary societies for Bible work in lands where no 
Agents reside. 

The following list gives the names of the Agents 
now serving the Society in foreign lands, by appoint- 
ment of the Board, whose whole time is devoted to 
its interests, with the dates of their appointment: 


Rev. Isaac G. Bliss, D.D., Constantinople, 1857. 
Rey. Edwin M. Bliss, Constantinople, 1877. 
Rev. Andrew M. Milne, Monte Video, 1864. 
Rey. Luther H. Gulick, M.D., Shanghai, 1875, 
Rey. H. P. Hamilton, Mexico, 1879. 

Rey. Wm. L. Whipple, Tabreez, 1880. 

. Rey. Wm. M. Brown, Rio de Janeiro, 1880. 

. Rey. Henry Loomis, Yokohama, 1881. 

. Rey. A. J. McKim, 1884. 


Levant, . 
5 +e 
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Besides these Agents, three hundred and seventy- 
six persons have been employed, for a longer or 
shorter period, in distributing the Scriptures in foreign 
lands, the average term of actual service, during the 
year, being somewhat more than seven months. — 

The previous year the number thus employed was 
358, and the average term of service somewhat more 
than six months. The number has steadily increased 
from 1876, when only eighty-five were reported to be 
so engaged. 

To meet expenses incurred in translating, publish- 
ing, and distributing the Scriptures in foreign lands, 
the amount of $137,357 98 was paid to the Society’s 
Correspondents and Agents, and $36,665 04 received 
from foreign lands. 
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PORTIONS OF AN ADDRESS 
BY PROF, MONIER WILLIAMS, OF OXFORD, ENGLAND. 

It is not my duty as chairman to make a long 
speech, but rather to introduce others who are better 
qualified than myself to give you information on the 
subject of this society’s work. But I should never 
forgive myself if I were to let this opportunity pass 
without bearing my testimony, however feeble, to 
what I have seen, in my repeated travels through 
many lands, of the results of that work, and without 
raising my voice to ask for it your heartiest support, 
sympathy, and encouragement. And, before doing 
so, I should like, as a layman, and as an oriental 
professor who has for many years made a critical 
study of the chief religious books of the world, to tell 
you in a few words how and why I have come to the 
conclusion that our own Holy Bible is the only true 
Bible of God. 

Most of those here present probably know that 
there are only two bibles of the non-Christian sys- 
tems with which our missionaries are confronted or 
required to deal. Let me not be misunderstood. I 
call them bibles, because, as you know, the word 
“bible” means “book.’”? One is the Veda of the 
Brahmins or Hindus, including its supplement. of 
Puranas and Tantras; the other is the Koran of the 
Mohammedans. As to the so-called sacred books of 
the Buddhists—which it is the fashion nowadays to 
praise far too highly—let me tell those who have 
never studied this subject, that Buddhism is no re- 
ligion at all. It has no supreme being, no real prayer. 
It lays no claim to any supernatural revelation. 

Now, I believe it to be the duty of every thinking 
man to dbey the apostolic injunction of proving all 
things; to examine reverently the creeds of other 
nations ; to compare them with his own most holy 
faith, and however they may suffer by the comparison, 
to avoid contemptuous expressions in speaking of 
them. How, then—with other books in the world 
claiming divine inspiration—may we Christians prove 
that we alone possess the Bible of God? In the first 
place, we are not afraid of criticism for our sacred 
Scriptures. We might as well fear criticism for some 
glorious view in nature, with its sunlit hills and shaded 
valleys, and its infinite variety of broken ground, 
forming one harmonious whole. On the contrary, we 
court criticism. We do not deny, indeed, that our 
Bible contains difficulties. I think it was Dr. Chal- 
mers who said that if you eat fish you may find it the 
most nourishing of all foods; but in doing so you 
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may also, if you like, choke yourself with the bones. 
Even so we may go day by day to our Bibles and 
there find the best of foods for our hungry souls ; but 
we may also, if we are very foolish, choke them with 
its difficulties. 

How, then, do we show that we court criticism for 
our Bible? Let this society answer the question. 
Has it not translated, or helped to translate, the Bible 
into 267 languages and dialects? Does it not say, or 
try to say, to every people, race, and tribe on the 
earth, ‘Here is the Christian’s Bible in your own 
language ; read, mark, learn, and judge it for your- 
selves?”? At the Calcutta Exhibition, which I con- 
stantly visited at the beginning of last year, the most 
interesting sight I saw was the stall of this society, 
where Bibles in 160 languages were exhibited. The 
natives of India and of all nationalities, Burmese, 
Siamese, Chinese, Japanese, and countless uncultured 
tribes from the hills, in picturesque costumes, thronged 
the passes round this marvellous.stall, and Scriptures 
in their own languages were freely distributed among 
them. What must be the feeling of the proud Hindu 
and Mohammedan in beholding this strange sight? 
How vast the difference of their own ideas in regard 
to their own sacred books! To translate the Veda 
or the Koran into other languages, they consider 
simply desecration. It is the sound and intonation 
of the sacred Sanskrit, and of the sacred Arabic, which 
is of primary importance and primary efficacy; the 
sense is merely secondary. Millions and millions 
who know nothing of the Sanskrit, are obliged to 
hear and repeat the Veda in Sanskrit, and millions 
who are wholly ignorant of Arabic, are obliged to 
hear and repeat the Koran in Arabic. Think of what 
would happen if no Christian in any part of the world 
were allowed to hear, read, or repeat his Bible except 
‘in Hebrew or Greek. 

Bear with me while I mention two or three other 
points in which our own Holy Bible seems to me 
distinguished from all other bibles as light differs 
from night. I fear I have only time to contrast it 
with the Veda of the Hindus, meaning by the Veda 
the continuous outcome of Hindu religious teaching. 
The bishop of Peterborough once told us that the 
best proof of the divine origin of our Bible is the 
revelation it makes to us of our own nature and 
needs—a revelation exactly corresponding with our 
innermost sense of what our nature and needs really 
are. I have found no such revelation of our nature 
and needs in the Veda. Again, “Sanctify this life 
and all its trials,” says our Bible; ‘‘Get rid of the 
troubles of life,” says the Veda. “Sanctify the body,” 
says the Bible; “Get rid of the body,” says the Veda. 
“Sanctify your daily work,’’ says our Bible; “Get 
rid of all action,” says the Veda. ‘Rest not on any 
merits of your own,” says our Bible; “Rest on your 
own merits alone,” says the Veda. ‘‘Get rid of sin,” 
says our Bible; “Get rid of misery,” says the Veda. 
I might go on interminably with these contrasts. 

Let me notice only two other points. I once heard 

_ Dean Goulburn preach a sermon, in which he dwelt 
_ very strongly on what he called the ‘factual, or his- 
torical basis, underlying our Bible.” This historical 
element is wholly wanting both in the Veda and the 
Koran. Then, note one other very remarkable feat- 
ure. Progressive development marks our Bible, as 
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it does all God’s works. The light of revelation is 
gradually unfolded till the perfect illumination of the 
Epistles and the Revelation of St. John is reached. 
The very reverse is the case in the Veda and the 
Koran. In these the earliest utterances contain the 
greatest light, the later becomeidarker and darker, 
just as an innocent child that leaves its father’s home 
is liable to wander amid mists and fogs, till it fall 
into some noisome pit and comes out covered with 
pollution. 

Yes, after a lifelong study of the religious books of 
the Hindus, I feel compelled to express publicly my 
opinion of them. They begin with much promise 
amid scintillations of truth and light, and occasional 
sublime thoughts from the source of all truth and 
light; but end in sad corruptions and lamentable 
impurities. 

And now let me give you an instance of what I 
have myself seen of the miraculous results which 
God’s Bible, distributed among untutored tribes, may 
effect. Burmah is now exciting great interest and 
attracting much attention, and in Burmah we found 
scattered many years ago certain wild tribes called 
Karens. They were immersed in ignorance and 
superstition till the Bible came among them, brought 
by devoted missionaries, principally American. At 
least 50,000 of these tribes have become ChriStian 
(20,000 being communicants), and a group of them 
came to the Calcutta Exhibition under the guardian- 
ship of Dr. Vinton, an American missionary, who, 
with no possessions and no badge of sovereignty but 
a well-worn Bible, is regarded as a sovereign among 
them. I went by invitation and saw them myself, 
assembled in an outlying portion of the exhibition. 
They were engaged in singing together, ‘fRock of 
ages, cleft for me.’’ One woman, the wife of a native 
pastor, told us she had given her son to the service 
of the Lord from his earliest childhood, and that she 
was ready to give all her children in the same way. 
It was a sight never to be effaced from the memory. 
And here I have before me for your inspection the 
instrument by which Dr. Vinton and his fellow- 
missionaries have effected this miracle. It is the 
whole Bible translated into one of the Karen dialects, 
and portions of it into.other Karen dialects, kindly 
lent to me for this evening by the Bible society. The 
remarkable thing is, that these tribes have a tradition 
that the Bible, at a remote period, many centuries 


ago, existed in their midst. But they left it negligently 
at the rgot of a tree; there fowls came and scattered 


dust over it, and dogs carried it off. To atone for 


this neglect they have had to endure hardships, suf- 
ferings, and slavery for many generations, till the 


Bible has now been restored to them by the white 
man.—Monthly Reporter. Y 
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LoocHoo Istanps.—Mr. Loomis writes that the 
colporteur who has been sent to these islands from 


Japan reports favorably in regard to the opening o 
the work there. He finds some differences in the dia 
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lects and is devoting himself to the study of the lan- 


guage ofthe people. BS 
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PERSIA.—Mr. Whipple wrote on the 23d of March: 

I am getting four colporteurs ready for a four 
months’ tour: two go to Ghilan and Mazanderan on 
the Caspian coast, and two to a region between 
Zenjen Casveen and Senna, never yet traversed by 
colporteurs. 

La PLATA.—A correspondent at Monte Video 
writes: 

One name in this summary appears for the last 
time. Our colporteur, Marcelino Gandara, died at 
Buenos Ayres in February. On the morning of the 
13th he bathed in the river after breakfast, and soon 
after was seized with convulsions. Medical aid was 
of little avail, and after five days of suffering his 
release came. His mind was at peace, and his last 
words were expressive of hope in Christ. He was 
single, and occupied a room with a Christian man 
who no doubt did all he could for him, but as there 
was no friend to provide for his burial, his body was 
taken charge of by the municipality. He was twenty- 
eight years old, a Spaniard by birth, and has been 
some years in Bible work. The circumstances remind 
us of our loved and honored George-Schmidt, who 
also found a grave among strangers; but they are 
among the “blessed dead,’’ and their lives among 


our cherished memories. 
’ 


_ Dr. C. W. Materr, of China, remarks that history 
shows that, with few exceptions, the books that have 
most influenced the people of any nation have been 
written by native authors, it being a rare thing, in any 
land, for a book written by a foreigner to exert a po- 
tent influence. Probably he would concede that the 
Holy Scriptures form a notable exception. He is 
speaking of authorship, and the Bible, with its double 
authorship, divine and human, has certainly found 
no competitor in any land where it has been widely 
circulated. It contains the gospel of Christ, which is 
the power of God unto salvation to every one that 
believeth. 


nal 


Dr. HuMpPHREY’s graphic words describe missiona- 
ries in Micronesia as “ gathering up the fugitive words 
of languages that existed only in the breath and mem- 

ory of the men that uttered them, and pouring into 
this turbid stream the life-giving power of the gospel; 
and at last, after eight long years of toil, seeing the 
first native soul hopefully born into the dear kingdom 
of Christ.” 


AT CHINKIANG CHAPEL. 

A writer in the Christian Observer describes a scene 
which may be witnessed any day in connection with 
the mission work at Chinkiang. The preaching, as 
will be seen, is of the most informal kind, with all 
sorts of interruptions, and as is very proper, it is 
followed by the offer of the printed word. He says: 

linvite the reader of these lines to go with me to 
my chapel. We will descend the hill and pass 
‘through the suburb. Not minding the “foreign devil,” 
which you hear on every side, we will proceed along 

the street; in ten minutes we arrive at the chapel 
doors. These doors are ¢aken down and put in a 
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corner, the benches arranged, and we take the stand. 
Soon two or three Chinese will stop at the door. 
“Sit down, my friends. I have a few words to say to 
you.’’ Probably one will come in and the rest will 
stare. Ina few minutes others stop; some come in; 
the rest stop “at the door.” In the meantime the 
preacher will be assuring the rapidly gathering 
audience of men, women, and children, that the seats 
are free. Finally an audience is gathered. ‘‘ Now, 
my friends, you see me here, a foreigner; if you 
go with me to my home my people will call you 
foreigners; you see the sun in the heavens—well, [ 
saw that sun when I was a little boy; my home 
people will see it to-night when we are asleep. It is 
not a foreign sun, but lights everybody; so this 
doctrine of Jesus is not for foreigners only, but for 
everybody.’’ And so on until you tell them the “old 
story.’ This will be done amid scenes that would 
make the novice, and older ones, too, sometimes 
laugh and sometimes feel very sad. A donkey goes 
by the chapel braying; this would make every boy 
in an American audience laugh outright, but here 
nobody smiles, which makes it more ridiculous. 
Sometimes a very odd looking old Chinaman will 
come in, light his pipe, and with greatest sang froid, 
inquire, “What is the honorable name” of the 
speaker, who, in the midst of his remarks, will be 
obliged to answer that it is “Long Bow’ Chang, or 
Heaven Mouth” Wu, or “Double Tree” Ling. At 
others times an old woman, with a peculiar voice, 
will ask whether foreigners are one hundred years 
old when born. Nobody smiles. I have had this 
question asked me many times in my chapel. There 
is much that saddens you in chapel work. Look at 
the faces before you. That poor old woman has 
been smoking opium, she says, many years; have la 
remedy? Mark the rough, heavy-lined countenances 
of the men. Opium—yes, most of them, we fear, use 
the poison. You suggest to them that Buddha and 
opium both come from India. You implore them to 
worship the true God—to believe on the Saviour. 
One poor old woman was in my chapel day before 
yesterday, who had worshipped Buddha sixty years, 
and had never heard of Jesus. I talked with her a 
long times and when I had finished speaking, found a 
large audience listening to every word. 

Having finished the sermon, I invite the reader to 
see how we dispose of books. We do not give them 
away. “Friends, lest some of you do not understand 
the Nanking dialect, I have some books here contain- 
ing the doctrine of Jesus; they are written in the 
Chinese character. A New Testament for two-and-a- 
half cents; and tracts for half a cent.” Sometimes I 
sell quite a number. 

Such is a sample of what we experience every day. 
Do any believe? Yes, God’s word will accomplish 
everything. The word made the world; but we have 
seen but little fruit here, as yet. I hope that the 
reader will, in prayer, remember the brethren and 
their wives at the Stuart Robinson Mission, Chin- 
kiang.— Samuel I. Woodbridge. 


THE BIBLE IN BULGARIAN HOSPITALS. 


_ Miss Ellen M. Stone writes : 
Among the books which we distributed were two 
little tracts issued by the mission school press at 
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Samakov, and admirably adapted for the times; the 
Scripture text cards printed in Philippopolis ; and 
about five hundred copies of the New Testament and 
Psalms, which Dr. Isaac G. Bliss, of the American 
Bible Society, sent from Constantinople. These and 
two hundred copies weekly of the Zornitza found 
grateful recipients among the patients. Although 
the bishop of Sophia and the minister of war had 
declined to sanction the distribution of the word of 
God in the army, no hindrance was offered to our 
giving it to the sick boys in the hospitals, who 
received it joyfully. One poor fellow, who had suf- 
fered the amputation of both legs, and was just 
being removed from one hospital to another, begged 
fora Testament to take with him, and laid it under 
his pillow upon the stretcher. May it truly be a staff 
to him! Some of the patients improved their con- 
valescence by learning to read. Wounded Bulgarians 
and Servians lay side by side, and received the same 
care. 


SCRIPTURES FOR THE CREEKS. 


Mrs. Robertson, referring to the Muskokee trans- 
lation of Hebrews, recently printed, writes as follows: 

I have read the Epistle over twice with a feeling of 
strong satisfaction that the book, which was, much of 
it,so hard to translate, and which had so much of 
patient brain-work put upon it by my two interpreters 
and myself, should now be so perfectly expressed in 
the Creek as it seems to me to be, and I am more 
than ever in haste to have it in the hands of the 
people. My young interpreter and I sometimes spent 
hours on a single verse, in our earnest desire to have 
the truth so expressed that no one would mistake its 
meaning. Translating the Bible is indeed a difficult 
and responsible work. We have not required our 
interpreters to have a knowledge of the original, but 
have let them take our word as to what the Greek 
says. 


A DIVIDED BIBLE. 


BY MISS LA PAZ, COLPORTEUR OF THE LADIES’ BIBLE 
SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA, IN CUBA. 


In the suburbs of Havana I called at a very poor 
house, where I did not know any one, but was invited 
to go in. I found an old man and woman. After 
talking to them for fifteen minutes, I asked if they 
would allow me to read the New Testament to them, 
and whether they had a Bible in the house. The 
man, who was eighty-nine years old, went to his 
room and brought half of a Bible commencing at the 
5ist Psalm. To my enquiry why they broke such a 
book as the Bible in such a manner, he answered as 
follows : 

““My mother died when I was twenty-five years 
old, and all her property was divided between my 
brother and me. We got along very well in the 
division until we came to this Bible, which my mother 
brought from New York a hundred years ago. As 
both of us wanted it, and neither of us would give 
up, there was nothing to do but to divide it, and we 
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came back, we changed ; he read my part and I read 
his, and both of us believed.” 

These old Cubans had never heard about Prot- 
estants and were not Roman Catholics, but appeared 
to be truly Christian people, having learned all they 
knew from the Bible, under the guidance of the 
Holy Spirit. : 


ZEAL FOR THE WORD. 
BY REV. HENRY LOOMIS. 


A short time since a stranger appeared at the house 
of one of the Bible women in Kobe in a very travel- 
worn and exhausted condition, and asked if that was 
the place where they taught the religion found in the 
Bible. He gave the following account of himself : 

At his home, several days’ journey west of Kobe, 
he had met one of thé Bible-sellers and purchased a 
copy of the Old Testament, and some other small 
book or tract on Christianity. He read them both 
and became deeply interested in their contents. 

He lived with his father, who was strongly opposed 
to Christianity, and who told him that if he continued 
to read those books he would drive him from the 
house. But in his anxiety to learn more of these pre- 
cious truths, he would not yield to his father’s wishes 
and at length was driven from his home. 

He was without money, and without friends to give 
him aid, but having heard that there were Christian 
teachers at Kobe, he started for that place. He 
pawned part of his clothing to procure food, and when 
the money was gone he travelled all night, wearied 
and hungry, because he could not procure a lodging 
at the hotels. 

When he arrived at Kobe he asked for some one to 
explain about the God of the Bible, and was directed 
to the house of these Christian women. 

He had thus shown his sincerity and his willingness 
to suffer for the truth’s sake. He was supplied with 
food and a place was found where he could earn his 
living, but he was most of all rejoiced to be where he 
could hear the exposition of God’s word.. 

Thus throughout Japan there are those who, like 
the eunuch, are reading the wonderful story of salva- 


tion, and waiting for some one to tell them more fully 
of the Saviour. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


There seems to us something grand in the very ~ 
object of the Bible Society. Other institutions circu- 
late books about the Bible, such as commentaries, 
introductions, and volumes of sermons. But this 
Society contents itself with toiling, year after year, to 
put the word of God itself, without note or comment, 
into the hand of every human being on the face of 
the globe. What has been done is familiar to our 
readers, many of whom have perhaps been brought 
to the Saviour through the gift of a copy of God’s 
word from this Society. ite 

But the most noticeable feature of its work, it seems 
to us, is the supplying of Bibles and Testaments for _ 
the foreign Mission stations of all denominations. 


Think for a moment of the expense and labor involved _ 
in translating the Scriptures into the languages and _ 
dialects of the heathen world, reducing these several — 
tongues to an intelligent alphabetical system, mold- 


broke it into two equal parts, each taking a part, and 
both of us read it every day. My brother went to 
Africa and stayed there thirty years,and when he 
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ing type for the letters when formed, and then in- 
structing compositors to set the copy. 

No denominational board could think for a moment 
of undertaking such a vast work. And considering 
how powerless the Mission boards would be without 
the Scriptures in the dialects of the people, we come 
immediately to an appreciation of the grand work 
done by the Bible Society. Glance over the following 
statement of their work in foreign lands, showing that 
in one year they printed: 

[The figures here given relate to the Society’s work 
in foreign lands during the year 1884~’s, but they serve 
to illustrate the extent and variety of the work which 
is going on continually.—Zd. Bible Society Record.] 

At Constantinople, 12,000 Bibles, 10,000 Testaments, 
18,500 Portions; and at Beyroot, 5,000 Bibles, 1,500 
Testaments, and 3,000 Portions : besides 13,000 Arabic 
and Turkish Bibles still in press. 

At Shanghai, 5,000 Classical Testaments, 206,000 
Mandarin Portions, 300 Gospels in Mandarin and 
English, and 36,000 Portions in Canton Colloquial ; 
and at Foochow, 8,000 Portions in Colloquial : making 
in all 255,300 copies, or more than nineteen million 
pages. 

At Yokohama, 247 Bibles, 19,206 Testaments, and 
39,900 Portions in Japanese; and 6,oco Portions in 
Corean and Chino-Corean. 

At Bangkok, 2,000 copies of the Psalms and 1,000 
of I. Chronicles, in Siamese. 

At Lodiana, an edition of the Urdu Bible in the 
Persian character. 

At Bremen, 4,400 German Bibles. 

At Paris, 5,000 French Bibles. 

At London, 5,000 Gospels in Azerbijan-Turkish. 

At Dorpat, 5,000 Reval-Esthonian Psalms. 

All this is in addition to 60,581 copies sent to vari- 
ous countries where no general agency is established. 
This feature of the Society’s work strikes us as 
especially valuable, and we do not see how, without 
it, the various denominational boards could carry on 
their work.— The Christian Hour. 
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DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 

CALIFORNIA AND NeEvADA.—During the month I 
attended the annual meeting of the trustees of the 
California Bible Society, two meetings of the board 
of managers of the Alameda and Contra Costa auxil- 
iaries, and the anniversary of this last named aux- 
iliary, held on the last Wednesday evening of the 
month in the First Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Oakland. The prayer meetings of several churches 
closed and a large audience assembled. Addresses 
- were delivered by Rev. Dr. Hinton, of the First Pres- 
byterian Church, and Coyle, of the First Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

Reports of treasurer and depositary were read, and 
a very interesting statement of the condition of the 
society was presented by the secretary, Mr. C. H. 
Dearborn, of the First Baptist Church, after which 
your District Spleens made a few brief re- 
marks. 


‘ the people literally packed the house. 
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KENTUCKY AND TENNESSEE.—The month has been 
one of rather unusual activity. The first Sunday was 
spent with the Bourbon County Bible Society, Ky. 
I occupied the pulpit of the Christian Church at 
Ir A. M., one of the large and influential churches of 
the county, presented the claims of our cause, and 
the congregation responded to the amount of $96. 
Collections were taken in the other churches of the 
town at the same hour. The anniversary was held 
at the Presbyterian Church at 7:30 p.M.; addresses 
were delivered by the pastors of the Baptist and 
Presbyterian Churches, and your Superintendent. 
The meeting was pleasant and profitable, and the 
society may be relied upon for substantial aid for 
the future. 

The second Sunday was spent with Davies County 
Bible Society, Ky. The anniversary was held in 
Cumberland Presbyterian Church, and the services 
were of unusual interest. This is one of our most 
efficient and reliable societies. 

The fourth Sunday was spent with Simpson County 
Bible Society, Ky. Here again I held a meeting with 
the Colored Baptist Church, the largest colored 
congregation in the town. 

The anniversary was held at 7 P. M., in. the Metho- 
dist Church, one of the largest congregations I ever 
met in Franklin, and one of the best Bible meetings 
I ever attended. The contribution was $54, which 
was very liberal for the town and the churches. 

MICHIGAN AND WISCONSIN.—The first Sabbath of 
the month I spent at St. Joseph City, Mich. In the 
morning I spoke in the Methodist Episcopal Church, 


‘and in the evening addressed a union service in the 


Congregational Church. The interest was such that 
A liberal 
contribution was made to the cause of Bible distribu- 
tion, and an auxiliary Bible society was organized. 

Kalamazoo County Bible Society and Beloit County 
Bible Society have reported the canvass of their 
respective territory completed. 

The colporteurs at work met with more than their 
usual success for the critical times in which the 
people of these western States find themselves. 

Missourr.—On the ist of the month I met the 
German Evangelical pastors of St. Louis and vicinity. 
These men seem never to tire in Bible work, and 
it is cheering to meet them in a body or in their 
churches. 

My first Sabbath was passed in Lexington, county 
seat of Lafayette. This auxiliary is true to itself and 
the Parent Society; it has its own motive power, or 
promptly pays our Society for any needed aid. Thus 
it has just sent $100 for the work of our colporteur 
for eight weeks in the closing canvass of the county. 

In the morning I addressed two German churches, . 
and at night all the city pastors and our colporteur, 
Rev. Jas. Greer, met in mass meeting, and the several 
addresses were very good, and a collection of $70 . 


-was secured. 


During the month I have had the pleasure of 
attending two annual conferences of the Methodist 


- Episcopal Church, both presided over by Bishop 


W. L. Harris, who is a fast friend of the American 
Bible Society. I was kindly welcomed in both con- 
ferences and urged the es os ee sep Bible 
Society. so 
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OHIO AND EASTERN INDIANA.—I attended the an- 
niversaries of Columbus Grove -and Vicinity, Ohio, 
Union County, Ind., and Fayette County, of Bloom- 
ingburgh, and Summit County Societies, Ohio. I 
wish to make more special mention of the result in 
Summit County. The newly elected officers seem to 
be the men for that important place, They secured 
the care of the books in desirable rooms and printed 
an appeal to the friends of the cause in the county, 
and are considering favorably the holding of meet- 
ings to awaken interest and secure contributions. 

My collections of funds from auxiliaries, conferences, 
etc., was the largest of any month’s collection during 
my service for the Society. This is especially grati- 
fying, as my collections had been very light for some 
months past, and as there is great stringency in money 
matters continuing throughout all this district. The 
reports of the county agents, as will be seen, are 
favorable. On the whole our work seems to keep in 
better tone than the commercial interests are reported 
in this section. So we thank Godand take courage. 


OREGON AND WASHINGTON TERRITORY.—Most of 
the time has been devoted to the Bible work in Port- 
land. I have visited the various Chinese business 
places, and collected from the proprietors $31 25 for 
the Bible cause. 

The annual meeting of the Oregon Bible Society 
was held at the First Presbyterian Church in Port- 
land, on Friday evening, March 5th, with Rev. A. L. 
Lindsley, D.D., president of the society, in the chair. 
The annual reports of the secretary, treasurer, and 
depositary, show some advance both in sales and 
collections over those of a year ago. 

It is the purpose of the Oregon Bible Society to 
continue the canvass of its vast field, as efficient men 
and means can be secured, until the canvass and sup- 
ply shall be complete. 


Trexas.—The second Sabbath of the month I spent 
with San Saba County Bible Society, at the county 
town of the same name. San Saba is one of the 
beautiful villages of the State, of about 800 inhabitants, 
twenty miles distant from a railroad station. On my 
arrival there, Saturday at noon, on the stage, I was 

“met and taken toa home. In the county paper was 

published a-programme for a Bible day, which was 
carried out as follows: 1. At 9 A.M., an address was 
delivered in each of the four Sunday schools on the 
importance of the Bible in the Sunday schools. 2. At 
II A.M., sermon by your Superintendent in the Meth- 
odist Episcopal Church, South. Services were sus- 
pended in the other churches. 3. At night the anni- 
versary of the Bible society was held in the same 
church. Addresses were made by a representative 
selected from each of the four denominations, and by 
_Colporteur H. D. Smith and your District Superin- 
tendent. 


WEsT VIRGINIA.—Shepherdstown, Jefferson Co., 
had just raised at its annual meeting and remitted 
$64 24 as a donation, and $46 25 on book account, to 
the American Bible Society. Martinsburg, capital of 
. Berkley County, follows with a cash contribution of 
_ $79.73 on book account, and a gift of $250 outright 
to the Parent Society. 

March the 12th, the twenty-second annual business 
meeting of the Wheeling and Ohio County Bible So- 
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ciety was held, and a donation of $150 was. made to 
the American Bible Society. 

March 14th, the anniversary of the Charlestown 
branch of the American Bible Society was held in the 
Presbyterian Church, which was filled with one of the 
most enthusiastic gatherings ever congregated. It 
was addressed by President N. S. White, Correspond- 
ing Secretary Wilson (member of Congress), the Rev. 
Dr. Hopkins, pastor, and your Agent. A cash con- 
tribution was raised to constitute the Hon. Mr. Wilson 
a life member of the National Society, and a hand- 
some sum extra was realized. 

The twenty-second anniversary of the Marshall 
County auxiliary was held in the spacious Methodist 
Episcopal Church at Moundsville, well-filled, not- 
withstanding the chilly, rainy night. Contribution 
larger than last year. The society donated $100 not 
long since. 


IOWA—A MODEL AUXILIARY. 


Pottawatomie County Bible Society has been or- 
ganized thirty years. During the entire time, except 
two years, when in ill health, the Hon. D. C. Bloomer 
has been its worthy president. Thomas Officer has, 
from the first, been its efficient treasurer. The suc- 
cess of this society is due to the president and treas- 
urer. 

The canvass of the city of Council Bluffs has just 
been completed by this auxiliary. The work was 
done by the Rev. E. M. H. Fleming. All the officers 
speak in the highest terms of his faithfulness and effi- 
ciency, and the thoroughness of the work. The soci- 
ety will at once begin the canvass of the county, 
through Brother Fleming. 

At the annual meeting on Sabbath evening, April 
4th, the District Superintendent addressed a large 
and intelligent congregation. The large and beauti- 
ful Presbyterian Church was filled, and President 
Bloomer pronounced it the best annual meeting they 
had ever had. May the Lord give us many more 
such auxiliaries in Iowa! ; 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


BIBLE-SEARCHING CHRISTIANS, 


These are just what is needed in every part of the 
church to day. Our life is a warfare against the 
world, the flesh, and the devil. “God’s word is a most 
complete armory for the battle. But how shall we 


wield them, if we are not fully acquainted with what 
the armory contains and how to use it? Paul, in his 
summing up of what the Christian soldier needs, gives 
us last of all and as the only offensive weapon, “the 


_furnish ourselves with weapons, or how shall we — 


sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” This _ 
we are to wield prayerfully and righteously against 


evil; with this we are to strike sturdy blows against 
error, superstition, and wickedness ; with this we are 


to thrust back the tempter and pierce the hardness _ 


of men’s hearts. But how few really know how to 


use it? In some countries men carry a sword at their 
_ sides, even in most peaceful times. But unless they 
are watched and kept bright by polishing, these _ 


=~ 
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unused swords will rust fast in their scabbards. 
Suppose a foe should spring upon one whose sword 
had been suffered to rust fast. Could he use it? 
Could he bring it forth? He might seize it with great 
energy, but alas! it is fast where it has so long rested 
—a useless weapon. How often is it so with the 
believer and his Bible? God has given into his 
hands “the sword of the Spirit ;” “the sharp, two- 
edged sword of the word of God.” How many have 
it ever ready for effective use? How few are skillful 
in using it aggressively against the sin which rises up 
all around. How few, when temptation comes, can 
press the keen edge of some ready command, or 
precept, or example against it. Alas, too often when 
the enemy comes upon many of us, we are over- 
whelmed because our minds are dull concerning the 
truth. ‘We have nota ready grasp upon our weapon. 
The cutting power of the sword lies wholly in its 
edge and in the determination of him who wields it. 
So the piercing, heart-touching power of the word 
lies in the pointed, practical use of it. The ‘great 
aim is to cut the soul loose from sin, or to pierce 
the soul’s enemy to death. It is indeed a mighty 
weapon that God has put in our hands. It is ‘‘ quick 
and powerful,” “sharp,” “piercing,” if we wield it 
with prayer. And, above all, it is the Spirit’s great 
instrument, and the Spirit is promised to help us in 
the use of it for our soul’s defense, and for advancing 
the Lord’s kingdom. Oh then, how we ought to search 
more and more these Scriptures. How we ought to 
seek more and more the help of the Divine Spirit. 
Ask him to apply the word you read and think upon, 
to your own soul. Ask him to apply the word you 
speak or teach to others, unto their souls. Seek the 
saving, quickening, enlightening power of this God- 
inspired truth. So search it that in darkness you 
may find its light; in weariness its rest; in trouble 
its comfort; and in affliction its rich consolation. 
Above all and through all, so search it that you may 
find Christ. Unless you find hira you miss its very 
heart. Unless you know him you cannot know and 
understand God. Unless you receive him you cannot 
be saved. As he comes to you out of this word, he 
is “the way, the truth, and the life.’—Rev. C. P. 
Ditmars, in the Christian Intelligencer. ‘ 


A MUCH-READ BOOK. | 
If all the Bible readers of our globe were gathered 
together, what an army would be before us! Nor are 
they of the baser sort only—they are chiefly, both 
intellectually and morally, of the very best class. As 


a whole, they are the elite of earth’s population; and, 


of course, the very best judges of books. The 
Bible is re-read above all other books. How very 
few of the volumes that you read once, do you care 
to read a second time. A second or third perusal is 
an exceptional thing. Most books will not bear it. 
One reading exhausts them. But the Bible is never 


exhausted. No more than the atmosphere, or the 


sunlight, or the waters that are upon the face of the 
earth. There are single sentences of it which men 
have spent months and even years in studying, and 


: have declared, after all, that they have only begun to 


discover and to appropriate the treasures contained 


in them. They die with hope of further study in a 


better world. Though the Bible is, in one sense, as 
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I have said, a very old book, in another it never 
grows old. It no more palls upon us by familiarity 
than the starry heavens above us, or the beautiful 
landscape that lies around us, or the faces or the 
voices of most beloved friends. Many even who 
make no profession of piety acknowledge its richness 
and perpetual freshness. And as to those who are in 
sympathy with it, they read on eagerly and gladly, 
morning and evening at least, from childhood to 
youth, from youth to manhood and womanhood; 
yea, till the eye grows dim with age. A friend of 
mine called upon the Hon. John Cotton Smith, a 
former President of the American Bible Society, not 
long before his death ; and as he conversed with him 
in his ample library said, “You must take great 
satisfaction in perusing these books that I see about 
you.” “Ah,’”’ replied the good old man, “for eight 
or ten years I have taken no interest in any book but 
the Bible. And now my great-grandchild and myself 
are engaged in learning together a verse a day in the 
Gospel of John.’? Over and over again, from begin- 
ning to end, is the Bible read by many. It was said 
of a venerable officer of the church under my pastoral 
care, that at the time of his death, he was reading it 
in course for the forty-third time. A book that has 
so many and so diligent readers, and readers of such 
sort withal, may well challenge for itself our most 
respectful consideration. If we knew nothing more 
about it, even this would make it a marvel to us.— 
Dr. A. D. Smith. 


Mr. RUSKIN writes thus to the editor of the Pall 
Mali Gazette concerning the Bible : 
_ Il see in your columns, as in other literary journals, 
more and more buzzing and fussing about what M. 
Renan has found the Bible to be, or Mr. Huxley not 
to be, or the bishops that it might be, or the school 
board that it mustn’t be, etc., etc., etc. Let me tell 
your readers who care to know, in the fewest possible 
words, what it zs. It is the grandest group of writings 
existent in the rational world, put into the grandest 
language of the rational world in the first strength of 
the Christian faith, by an entirely wise and kind saint, 
St. Jerome; translated afterward with beauty and 
felicity into every language of the Christian world; 
and the guide, since so-translated, of all the arts and 
acts of that world which have been noble, fortunate, 
and happy. And by consultation of it honestly, on 
any serious business, you may always learn—a long 
while before your Parliament finds out—what you 
should do in such business, and be directed perhaps 
besides to Work more serious than you had thought of. 


THANKFULNESS FOR CRUMBS. 
BY MISS F. R. HAVERGAL. 

“Thy words were found and I did eat them; and thy word 
was unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.”"—Jer. 15: 16. 

An old woman of ninety lives in a lonely country 
cottage. It is pretty enough, half covered with roses 
and honeysuckle, but it is years since poor Mrs. Lane 
has seen them: she is blind. While spending a few 
weeks in the neighborhood I went to see her now 
and then, and at each visit taught her a short text, 
and other young visitors did the same. The last 
time I saw her she repeated all the texts she had 
thus learned with the greatest delight. She seemed 
to think the possession of these little texts—only 


76 BisLE SocrETY RECORD. 


about half a dozen—a perfect treasure, and counted 
them over like pieces of gold. 

‘“Oh, dear, Miss, the summer’s gone too quick for 
me; it made the time pass so pleasant, having all 
them beautiful texts. I couldn’t tell you how it’s 
passed away the time. There’s ‘I am poor and 
needy, but the Lord thinketh upon me;’ there’s 
many as don’t think about a poor old blind body 
like me, but the Lord does ; and that must¢ be for me, 
Miss, because I’m very poor, Miss, just like it says 
in the verse. And then there’s ‘When thou passest 
through the waters I will be with thee;’ that’s my 
companion, I call it, Miss; you wouldn’t believe what 
company that is to me, and it seems to take me 
through all my little troubles of every day. I don’t 
think that’s been out of my mind an hour since you 
learnt it me. Ah! I know what came next, ‘ Having 
loved his own which were in the world, he loved 
them unto the end ;’ that was right, wasn’t it, Miss? 
I couldn’t say it rightly at first, but I’ve got it faster 
than any now, since you taught it me over again; 
that’s always my comfort when I feel so sinking like, 
and I think perhaps it’s the end coming near, and 
then ‘he’ll love me unto the end.’ But that last one 
I learnt, ‘Thine eyes shall see the king in his beauty,’ 
that zs beautiful; oh, it zs a beauty ! 
Miss, that can’t see you, it says they shall see him; to 
think of that now! Well, to be sure now—” and the 
dear old woman’s voice lowered, murmuring on in 
broken exclamations of happy anticipation till she 
seemed almost to forget her visitor’s presence. 

What a lesson of thankfulness for crumbs! Far 
too infirm to reach any service, with no one to read 
to her, her only companion being a somewhat grace- 
less great-grandson, away at work all day-; no treas- 
ures of earlier teaching to fall back upon, nothing 
but six little texts, and these filling the poor blind 
woman’s heart with comfort; making the lonely 
‘summer pass ‘‘too quick,” and being ‘‘company”’ 
to her day and night. What an illustration of the 
satisfying power of the Spirit’s teaching, and what a 
reproof to those who, with access to all the full and 
precious promises of the word, give scanty time and 
thought to their appropriation ! 


In her autobiography the late Frances R. Havergal 
says that after giving up her soul to the Saviour, “ for 
the first time my Bible was sweet to me, and the first 
passage which I distinctly remember reading in a new 
and glad light was the fourteenth and following chap- 
ters of St. John’s Gospel. I read them feeling how 
wondrously loving and tender they were, and that 
now I too might share in their beauty and comfort.” 
In this statement we have the secret of that lady’s 
symmetrical piety and eminent usefulness. As she 
began her spiritual life by feeding it on the divine 
word, so she continued. She made it her daily bread. 
By reading it constantly, by meditating upon it, by 
implicitly believing it, by praying for light upon it, 
and by claiming its promises as her own, she learned 
to see and to know God, and to possess in very large 
measure that “eternal life’? which is the product of 
knowing him. Hers was therefore a Scriptural piety. 
Whoever wishes to be truly and actively pious, must, 
like her, nourish his heart with Scripture truth, since 
no Christian ever did, or ever can, attain deep piety 


My poor eyes, ~ 
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who does not learn to sip sweetness from God’s words 
as bees suck honey from the flowers of the field.— 
Zion’s Herald. 
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New York, MaAy 20, 1886. 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House, on Thursday, May 6th, 
1886, the Hon. Enoch L. Fancher, LL.D., President, 
in the chair. 

‘Devotional services were conducted by Secretary 
Gilman. 

Letters were presented from various foreign agents 
and correspondents. Mr. Milne had reach Curacoa 
on his way to Baranquilla, April 16th, having dis- 
posed of about 2,000 volumes of Scriptures in 
Venezuela. Dr. Bliss was at Port Said on the 12th 
of April, on his way to Syria. 

Grants of books for benevolent distribution were 
made, to the value of $8,075 (including consignments 
to colporteurs and foreign agents), and $3,000 in 
funds were appropriated for foreign work; making 
the amount of funds pledged for work in other lands, 
during the present fiscal year, $178,658. 

A beautiful marble bust of the late Mr. Frederick 
S. Winston, long a Manager and Vice-President of 
the Society, was presented; and on motion of James 
M. Brown, Esq., a resolution was adopted, returning 
the thanks of the Board to the donor, Dr. Winston, 
and directing that the bust and pedestal be placed 
in a conspicuous position in the Managers’ Room, 
so long the scene of Mr. Winston’s well-remembered 
and faithful services. 

Upon the recommendation of the Committee on 
Finance, the resignation by Mr. A. L. Taylor, of the 
office of Assistant Treasurer, to which he was elected 
in 1869, was accepted, with the request on the part of 
the Board that for some time to come he will render 
such occasional assistance as may be called for. 

The ,Committee of General Reference reported 
favorably upon the nomination of Mr. William 
Foulke, Jr., of New York City;as Treasurer of the 
Society, and he was unanimously elected. 

Two societies were recognized as auxiliary: one in — 
Kansas and one in Minnesota. - 

The total receipts in April were $26,591 00. The 
issues from the Bible House in the same period were 
97,389 volumes. 

The entire circulation for the year ending March 
3ist, 1886, was reported to be 1,437,440 volumes, of © 
which 584,603 were distributed in foreign lands. _ 


SEVENTIETH ANNUAL MEETING. 
The Seventieth Annual Meeting of the American 
Bible Society was held at the Bible House, Thursday, _ 
May 13th, 1886, at half-past 3 o’clock, p.m. wee 


—_ 
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The Hon. Enoch L. Fancher, President, was in the 
chair, supported by Messrs. Robert Carter, H. M. 
Forrester, William H. Crosby, James M. Brown, and 
Theophilus A. Brouwer, Vice-Presidents. 

The following delegates were present: Mr. S. R. 
Gray, from the Albany County Bible Society; Mr. 
Theodore L. Jackson, from the Orange County Bible 
Society ; Rev. W. J. Cumming, from the Westchester 
County Bible Society; and Mr. William H. Cole, 
from the Maryland Bible Society. 

The Rev. Joseph D. Wickham, D.D., of Manchester, 
Vermont, who was present at the convention which 
organized the Society in May, 1816, read the roth 
Psalm and offered prayer. 

A committee, consisting of Rev. T. W. Chambers, 
D.D., Rev. W. H. Moore, D.D., and Mr, S. R. Gray, 
was appointed to nominate suitable persons to serve 
as Managers in the fourth class, and upon their 
recommendation the following persons were re- 
elected for a period of four years. 


Augustus Taber, William L. Skidmore, 

Caleb B. Knevals, John A. Stewart, 

John Noble Stearns, William H. S. Wood, 

Andrew C. Armstrong, Anson D. F. Randolph, 
Alexander E. Orr. 


Secretary Gilman read the Abstract of the Annual 
Report of the Managers for the year ending March 
3ist, 1886, and, 

On motion of Rev. James M. King, D.D., it was 

Resolved, That the Report, an abstract of which 
has just been read, be printed and circulated under 
the direction of the Board of Managers. 

A statement of the receipts and disbursements for 
the year just closed was presented, and, 

On motion of Mr. Wm. E. Dodge, it was 

Resolved, That the statement be aecoptes and 
printed in the Annual Report. 

On motion of Mr. Augustus Taber, upon the recom- 
mendation of the Board of Managers, the eleventh 
article of the Constitution was amended, abolishing 
the office of Assistant Treasurer and giving its duties 
to the Treasurer. 

On motion of Mr. Wm. T. Booth, it was 

Resolved, That the Board of Managers, as now con- 
stituted, be directed to meet in the Bible House on 
the third Thursday of the present month, for the pur- 
pose of organizing for the ensuing year and the trans- 
action of such other business as may be presented. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Cumming, it was 

Resolved, That when the Society adjourn, it do 
adjourn to meet in the Bible House, in New York, on 
the second Thursday in May, 1887, at 3% P. M. 

_Dr. Wickham, being called upon to state his remi- 
-niscenses of the founders of the Society, gave some 
account of the circumstances preceding and attend- 


ing its organization, and the interest which was taken — 


in it by Dr. Dwight of Yale College, Dr. Lyman 
Beecher, then of Litchfield, Conn., Dr. Boudinot of 


New Jersey, and Dr. John M. Mason of New York, 
who prepared an address to the people of the United 
States, which was read in the City Hall, May 11th, 
1816. 

A copy of the address was exhibited to the Society, 
and attention was called to the portraits of Dr. 
Boudinot, Dr. Mason, and others, hanging on the 
walls of the Managers’ Hall. Some remarks were 
made by Mr. Carter, and on motion of Mr. Cole, the 
thanks of the Society were given to Dr. Wickham 
for his interesting address. 

The Society then adjourned. 


———- + + 


Recent Accessions to the Library of the American 
Bible Society. 


HOW WE GOT OUR BIBLE: An answer to questions suggested 
by the New Revision. By J. Paterson Smyth. London, 
Samuel Bagster & Sons. 

Presented by John Wiley & Sons. 

This brief volume of 127 pages goes over ground which 
has become very familiar of late years, but with the special 
aim of linking the Bible now in the hands of English speak- 
ing people with the Scriptures that were read by the primi- 
tive Church. The author shows very clearly, in a popular 
way, how ancient versions, and early manuscripts and cita- 
tions of Scripture by early Christian writers, give aid to 
scholars in the nineteenth century in their enquiry respect- 
ing the original text, and how the English Bible as we have 
it to-day is the result of repeated critical study and revision. 
It is not out of place to note that the author is mistaken in 
supposing that only a single edition of the Genevan Bible 
used the word ‘“‘ breeches”’ where the authorized version has 
“aprons,” in Genesis 3: 7%. A ‘*Breeches” Bible is not a 
book of one year or one publisher, and the text referred to 
is one of the readiest ways of distinguishing the Genevan 
version from all other Bibles published after 1560. 


THE ENGLISH BIBLE AND THE EVIDENCE RELATING TO ITS 
HiIstORY AND AUTHENTICITY CONSIDERED. By a barister- 
-at-law. A.M. Cantab, London, 1868. 
Several chapters of this volume are devoted to a history 
of English versions of the Bible from Wycliffe’s days to 1611, 
and the authenticity of the Bible is defended against some 
of the arguments urged against it by modern skeptics. 


DAILY LIGHT ON THE DAILY PATH. IN THE VERY WORDS 
OF SCRIPTURE. London, Samuel Bagster & Sons. 

Presented by John Wiley & Sons. 

Arranged in two distinct parts, forthe “morning hour” 
and the ‘‘evening hour.” Each day has its separate page 
with one leading text, and a selection of passages in ‘har- 
mony with its main idea. The text of the received version 
is followed closely, but without the use of italics, and the 
volume may readily become a favorite manual of devotion. - 

GERMAN BIBLE OF LUTHER’S TRANSLATION. Altona, 1815. 
With a preface and introduction by Nicolas Funk. 

A somewhat famous editiom published with the approval 
of the Superintendent-General of Schleswig-Holstein, Adler, 
but afterwards, on account of its’ rationalistic notes, sup- 
pressed by the government of the provinces at the instiga- 
tion of the orthodox pastors and church members. A large. . 
part of the edition was bought up by the civil authorities in 
1817, and its further issue was prohibited. 

GENESIS IN SPANISH. Newly translated from the Hebrew, 
and reproducing as far as possible the individual style of 
Moses: American Bible Society. New York, 1886. ‘ 

A translation by the Rev. H. B. Pratt, embodying the 
results of many years of study of Hebrew and Castilian. 


Societies Recognized as Auxiliary, May, 1886. 


With Names and Post Office Addresses of Corresponding Secretaries, f 


Rooks County B. S., Kan., D. B. Hurlbut, Stockton. 
Northfield B. §., Minn., D. J. Whiting, Northfield. — 


Deceased Members. ~ 


Rey. Elisha Ballantine, D.D., Bloomington, Ind. 
Rey. James B. Wilson, Bloomingburgh, N. Y. 
Rev. H. Brownscombe, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 
Thaddeus Fairbanks, St. Johnsbury, Vt. 

Mrs. Henry Fisher, Winona, Minn. 

Rey. Theo. A. Leete, Longmeadow, Mass. 
Rey. William Sharp, Bridgeboro, N. J. 

Rev. P. T. Penick, Mooresville, N.C. 

Mrs. Hetty G. Fithian, Woodbury, N. J. 

Rev. D. 8. Anderson, Perth Amboy, N. J. 
John G. Boyd, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. 

Hiram T. Lawton, Greenfield Centre, N. Y. 
John Halgin, Matteawan, N. Y. 

Silas Kingsley, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Albert D. Brown, Princeton, N. J. 

Gamaliel G. Smith, New York. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for 
the month of March, 1886. 
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‘Value of stock on hand at date......,.-+seeeseeereeees $29,678 

No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations ie 
Collecting and distributing Agents employed......-. 36 
Families visited by them......-...-+.+eeeeeerereeseeens 65,008 
Families found destitute.....-....62 see ee cere ceeeeeee 5,780 
Destitute families supplied........+..e-e sees eres errors 3, 169 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition...........- 1,869 
Sabbath and other schools supplied...... FAECES ACE: 42 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports Sor 
the year ending March 31st, 1886. 


Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 17 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited.......-.0.+e--e+ ++ 1,413 
Anniversaries attented..........0.ccseceeeccescrcescee 566 
New Societies and Committees formed........----+-- 71 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 1,815 
Letters sen tains Miisssce..ccdpeecs ee aeebeeearosnone 21,395 


Miles travelled on official duty.........--+--0.+e++-00 235,984 
Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $20,074 45 
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Number of District Superintendents reporting...... 17 r bece 2 . 
Auxiliaries, Branches, etc., visited...........+-0.000s 140 «6 Summary of Bible Distribution in the year by 103 
Auniversaries) attended: ccc col sccwosagewwlecee san osese 59 om rting. 
New Societies and Committees formed............... 4 she deilecehe sid vie mule hid Ag eng iae oe . 
Sermons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 159 ” eae Cones 1s 
TRSEEGIA SET Lee mee rn nthe ee Adee cree 2,641 Days of service----... OTE GIES OS PEEK bien C0 
Miles travelled on official duty..............+s0eeeeene 20,155 Miles travelled..........-++++++ee+ eres eeeeees 29,07 pee 
Donations and subscriptions secured for Bible cause $2,649 77 | Families visited by them............. ae pasar 3 52,519 aah = 
Families found without a copy of Scriptures be raoee 
f ee paca Ie t Families supplied by sale or gift............ 32,3 15:0 
Summary of Bible Distribution in March, by 70  Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 18196 —_5,983 
ea at and 24 County Agents reporting. Number of books SOld mechssat oons-eacaeneee 120,564 17,017 
Colporteurs. Co.Ag’ts, Value of books sold......-.-....+--+seee0 + $52,088 88 $6,887 71 
Dy OF Rorviede. ccc: 1,309 595 Number of books distributed gratuitously. 34,856 11,236 
HAYS OF BEPVICE.. + +e eeenceeseerseeeees se eeeee is ree, . et 92 10 $2,568 68 
Miles travelled......0000cccccscssssesevees is. Mikgek "9 Baer -Valhe DP books distributed erate aes oe ae ee 
Families visited by them.................... 18,120 12,209 Contributions received........ Ae a EP oa ae $7,051 68 $9,745 
oh a es found without a copy of Scriptures 2,542 1,375 
‘amilies supplied by sale or gift....... ree 1,900 954 i. le= 
Destitute individuals supplied in addition. 1,061 510 pig Tio # fe ea Tae toe pt ee 
Number of books 0ld.......0sessssssaesenes 7,155 Ten ties, received during the year. 
Wiclite Of DOOKS SOld seas ccon ane wees tee $2,853 91 $674 45 Receipts from sales in twelve months..........--.--. $53,206 39 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 2,226 1,123 Receipts from collections and donations............. 41,750 54 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $548 59 $235 41 Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 52,080 99 
Contributions received..............0..0000+ $413 24 $1,173 49 Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 13,320 28 
Expended on their own fields. ....... 055.00. ceescscee 23,824 46 
1. . Value of books donated wa. ce. checceneccciee stu Bead 7,696 93 
Summary of 224 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie-  xrwe of swook on hand at date......... nee 94,966 09 
: 71és, PELCUCE din April, 1886. No. of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 133 
Receipts from sales in twelve months............... . $16,324 21 Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ 133 - 
Receipts from collections and donations............. 11,644 49 Families visited by them.................--.00oeeceeee 165,390 
Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 15,158 32. +=Families found destitute.......... boedean tenes aes 17,927 
Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 2,144 73° Destitute families supplied. Misti ce cen scores witee 12,463 
Expended on their own fields...............20csceeeee 8,714 75  Destitute individuals supplied in addition............ 4,989 
Value of books donated............ PRE Cee Boon 2,439 85 Sabbath and other schools supplied.............-..... 120 
\ TROP OTANI Cvcccaeetess + «15 dpi mecapee ed « $625 00 
RECEIPTS IN APRIL, 1886, Ei Je Meale Bund sin... .stucoaceeees 7 00 mapisledrartc ti crrnio np | 
Ey Alexander Campbell Fund...... sesso 86 75 CONNECTICUT, 
FOR GENERAL PURPOSES. George Earnest Fund............ sa. 60000 «= Ul ford, First Cong. Ch....... toeteee $80 00 
A Friend, West Hoboken, N.J....... $500 Jacob Harman Fund..... seaducalaae sme 409 50 + New Haven, Howard Ave. M. E. Ch... § 00 
Collection at Le Sueur, Minn......... 5 69 AVI COREY, SOME CBs do aca 5 ofa 
Cutter, Mr. &Mrs.G.B.,Alstead,N.H. 5 00 genta, Re eee erent OR OR ae 
CAsTee tT nese hei g-0) rca 9 00 : DELAWARE. 
at on San Diego, (os 50 00 LEGACIES, ; Christiana Hundred, Christ Ch....... 22.00 
ens, amilton, Ill......... 
Dia Trenton, Mis Res! hsb: 3 aaa 80 00 Pere a Pampas a 216 18 Grigin, Union Meetings 4 A 
oy, Mahalah, Richmond, Ind........ 500 Berry, J. Harvey, late of Bath C Oaky. DE «v028 Paka odes 
Janeway, Frank G., New Brunswick, Catnnan, GUnCCAUE ot Sanne 250 0) Thomasotite, Meth. Che......, fae, aie bast 
SRAM Race teeb. RMR. Bec cies dad 750 00 Datei eevee voves naanas OR 9750 . KANSAS, : 
Lyon, Rey.é Mrs.D.N,Delaficla,Wis. 8 00 Crowley, Emma R., late of Joliet, Ii, 1,000 00 -HUsworth, Meth. Ep. Ch....s...sseeees 100 
Pedro, Joseph H., New York.......... 100 Case, Elmira L., late of West Thomp- Fort Harker, Pres. Ch..........seeseeee 2 25 
Palmer, ©. T., Faribault, Minn,... 100 9) HOR; Ob... siser cis eee ee .- 60009 Kansas Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch....... 25 90 
Parks, Mrs. F., Springfield, Vt........ 50-00 Hemstreet, Jane A.,late of Cohoes Pleond, Bren, Cha. site pts aseashee eon 100 
Beare, acters oy ln Nu Yisisstsvsssevesttecsseceesescoeeee 1000 . SOuth Kansas Conf. Meth. Ep. Ch... ~ 8 64 
eminary, N. J..... eS 
oak? eo , Port Richmond, S.I. 4 a pee e° 4 cet 20000 Bangor, Union St. Meth. & Ch 400 
SGRGAY Coogan Taenin tee ae ey ee Nam ag ie  »  ORU ER , . Meth. Ep. Ch...... 
ville, Texa eorge Jacob, Gaines. Mack, Aaron B., late of Westport, Machias, Centre St. Cong. ingen is 817. 
ro ee oe 400 Sokeate ats, a. 200 00 ; a 
., Springfield, 10000 = Phinn i ; MISSOURI. 
priate “sk ded ee. Towa. = 70" Mini is i : vs moans 500 00 St. Louls Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch......... 48 85” 
, Robe nton, Ill.......... gi rm Seria ; f Evang. Churc! > 3 
Watson, He Tansee i coe a * Storer,Catharine, late of Gorham,Me. 20 00 St. Charles, gee re hia tt 50 
0} ALG. ee : eS 
son, Rey. A.G., Lake Forest, Ill, 200 $2,994 18 tae, University Ch, .....eyesee« <p OO) 


Se a ee on 


Carlton, N.Y... 


May, 1886, 
MICHIGAN. 
Mattawan, Meth. Ep. Ch.......00..0008 $5 00 
MINNESOTA. 
Carver, Swedish Ch............ccccceee 2 82 
East Union, Swedish Ch.............. 18 00 
Me Gaus; Prosi Chie... ce. ccacdesavireds 80 83 
Rochester, Cong. Crrosecsccccccecccdecss 5 49 
RRO CONG 3 Cli. wa «sis'a war's wavy WeeeeeR 25 00 
NEW YORK. 
Mronaville; Ref. Ch. iis dis estes 8 il 
Brooklyn, Embury Meth. Ep. Ch...... 10 00 
Fort Edward, Meth. Ep. Ch........... 80 00 
Northern New York Conf., M. E. Ch. 216 25 
New York Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch....... 214 03 
BERTONE. CODEN Kiss canivae cntaces<usee 5 00 
SO 7a oS 1 ee 12 25 
Troy Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch.............. 490 00 
NEW JERSEY. 
Newark Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch.......... 675 00 
OHIO. 
Barnesville, Meth. Ep. Ch.............. 17 00 
Cleveland, Member of Woodland Ave. 
BPPOAS Gita, oi ckos ct scessareswacctcscyecs 100 
PENNSYLVANIA. 
Oil City, Grace Meth. Ep. Ch.......... 8 00 
Strasburgh, Pres. Ch... ...ccscccesscees 5 00 
Wyoming Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch........ 100 00 


RHODE ISLAND. 
Fast Greenwich, Meth. Ep.Ch......... 8 00 


VERMONT. 


Brandon, Meth. Ep. Ch............... 6 00 


$2,154 06 


AVAILS OF SALES BY THOSE TO WHOM 
BOOKS HAVE BEEN GIVEN. 


American Tract Society, New York.. 18 97 
American Sunday School Union, 

Permmedeiphia, PR: 5. cs. cwe.scocste 419 99 
Cole, Rev. G. L., St. Joseph, Mich..... 6 25 
Hickmott, Rey. J. V., St. Joseph, 

Bite nicy Davart seb Meee eae 5 00 
Kansas Central Agency, Ks.......... 10 00 
Long, Rev. J.A., Colorado..........-. 9 50 
Monefeldt, G., Humacao, Porto Rico 45 
Omann, Chr., Waupaca, Wis.......... 15 00 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, 

ROHN PA oes secacen'ssenswase 15 73 


Saye, James H., Chestnut Grove,S.C. 6 00 


AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 


Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account. 


PHON COG LU 5 oc cocce dene cas B07 97 
PEMOES CO DIGS. ce score ane 50 00 
Aurora Springs Bible Com- 

PC MO wasp Recap esas 22 52 
Aiken Co., 8. C........ Bp .tere 42 00 
Antelope Co.,Neb. AFA “2 18 34 
Ashtabula Co., Ohio.. 100 00 
Aurora City, Il...... 100 00 
Anderson Co., 8. C.. 83 
Alexander Co., N.C 12 00 
Atchison Co., Ks...... Paem id 100 00 
Audubon Co., Iowa.......... 25 00 
Bureau Co., [ll...... “4 180 00 =©180 00 
Brookfield, Mo... 16 25 
Bay Co., Mich..... 125 00 
Bond Co., Hl... .3-. «20. 84 20 
Buena Vista Co., Iowa...... 21 06 
Belle Plaine, Iowa..... i 7% 
Black Hawk Co., Iowa.. 41 49 
oige CO0., N@D...5.5+. %3 16 

ue Springs and Sigs 

EIN GED sini: tctoieip onic ep epee alsa ate 2 92 

_ Burt Co., Neb.. 27 45 
Berrien Co., Mich... oe ‘ ' 26 11 
Boston Female, Mas 200 00 
Bartow Co4 (Ga.ieis.sses. des i 
Berkley Co., W. Va.......+++ 
Buchanan Co., MO.........++ 
Brooke Co., W. Va......++00+ 


Cole Co., MO. aesreiee 
- Cfoud Co., MES Ties 


} 


a " 


SXSRESL 
SSSESSa 


BIBLE SocrETY REcorRD, 
Credited Credited 
as Donation, on Account. 
AJOUTARY RE ache eters awee says FLO 00 
Clinton Co., MOv.....saserdes 14 85 
Charlestown & Vic., W. Va. $0 00 
Clayton, Cov, Gaines. ccsrseurse 8 75 
Columbia Co., N. Y.......... 65 68 65 12 
Carver Co,, Minny oie. 6. scans 82 49 
COMTTOUL COrkllincabine co's sates 49 07 
Columbus & Franklin Co.,O. 85 00 
DIGGS DOG MO. oR e cna iow 22 58 
Des Moines Co., 65 00 
Dallas Co., Iowa ee 10 00 
DOGHE2CO.) WIS eoosietcecstwe 42 00 
Dawn & Vic. Welsh, Mo..... 9 05 
Delaware Co., Ohio.......... 50 00 
Heboing Pik eatenteteieeeiaids de 49 95 
East Hampton, Ct............ 18 17 
Eddyville, lowa........ 9 25 
Exeter & Vicinity, Neb 40 40 
Fresno, Merced, & Tulare, 
MOOIERturetaiccty iat depen nite 78 15 
Freedom Welsh, N. Y.. Pa 4 05 
Flint & Vicinity, Mich.. Satara 27 78 
Franklin Co., Ks..........«5 ‘ 68 90 
Green Cow Ti. 14 20 
Gloucester Co., N. 140 25 
Grinnell, lewa....... 42 65 
Griggsville, Ill..... 5 87 
Geneya, N.Y. sss ccs 24 00 
Grant Co., Ind..... 60 00 
Genoa, Nis Y. isscse 08 
Grant Co., W. Va 21% 
Glasgow, Mo..... 16 00 
Grifiin, Ga.......... 22 92 
Gasconade Co., Mo.. = 40 00 
Gadsden, Ala... 505 fice cso 49 47 
Grand Junction, Iowa....... 5 00 
Grant Co., Wis.......... 22 00 
Herkimer Co., N. Y.... 155 38 
Hennepin Co., Minn... 80 85 
Hall Co.,;Neb......... 5 45 
Hanover, Ill........ 66 80 16 80 
Hartford, Wis........ 9 00 
Hawkins Co., Tenn : 83 00 
Fron Co,, Mo0...<.-. - 10.00 
Jackson Co., Wis. see 58 28 
Juneau Co., Wi8..... 6. esses 1 81 
Johnson Co., lowa.......... 2 2 68 
Judson & Vic. Welsh, Minn. 53 26 16 74 
Lexington, Ill... si. cesece.ees 10 00 
Lawrence Co., Ind..... 8 45 
Lebanon, Ky........ 84 55 
Lewis Co., N. Y.. 27 00 
Lincoln Co., Mo - 14 61 
Le Sueur Co., Minn... 84 10 
Lucas Co., Ohio.... 3 60 00 
Logan Co., Ohio.. va 179 62 
Livingston, Ala....... 150 00 
Leelenaw Co., Mich.. A 10 00 
Missoula Co., Mon.... 56 55 
Macon Co.,Ill....... 4 % 00 
McDonough Co., Ill.......... 122 48 
McLean Co.,; Ill.....5:....... 50 00_ 
Morris’ Cou, Nid i. cies oye rf 184 60 
Mineral Point, Wis......:... 19 50 
Marshall Co., Iowa.....-...+ 68 45 
Mahaska Co., Iowa......... 14 73 
Monroe Co., Iowa..... iejotdleos 19 70 
Maitiessmactis <4cc ences Snead 300 00 
Mossy Creek, Tenn.......... 22 45 
Merrick Co., Neb..........66 44 40 
Morgan Co., W. V4.......+6+ 16:25 
Marshall Co., W. Va......... 24 58 
Monroe Co., Ga.......0.200+ 2 45 00 
Miami Co., KS8.........++- vei 15 86 
Montgomery Co., N. Y....+«. 800 00 
North Fulton, Ill............ 16 19 
Newton Co., MO........0:.00¢ 17 30 
New Castle Female, Del,.... 80 00 
New York Female........... 80 00 
Newton Co., Ga... ‘ 26 20 
Nicollet Co., Minn.....,..... 8 56 
Ontario Co., Ni Y....0.s.a0c0 48 27 
Ottawa CO., K8....00.s.sseeee 22 40. 
Oswego Co., KS........000+06 % 35 
Orleans Co., N. ¥.....02+.++6 10 00 
OLEZON. «..<.0'00ate oles bade ees asien—= ee 126 50 
Oconto Co., Wi8...... ssc ee 14 71 
15 50 


Oxford, Giina wegen emiatass 


79 


Credited Credited 
as Donation. on Account 


Pastors’ Bible Committee, 

Maryville, MO) iia...cienies se $9 00 

$52 00 
6 00 

25 00 
Pottawatomie Co., lowa.... 106 08 
Port Huron, Mich........0..<0 60 00 
Pennsylvania 1,522 98 
Pope Co., Ill 24 95 
Plainfield & Vicinity, Ind... 11 79 
PLCree OO.’ Gai lvesicoes occe 8 25 

Racine Welsh, Wis.......... 90 00 

Remsen, Steuben & Vicinity 

Wels NG Windiesiea neve 21 50 
Ritchie Co., W. Va........+-- 6 00 
RODIN) Civ cenieinceineanion tan 83 
Rensselaer Co., N. Y. 195 57 
Richland Co., Ohio... 422 72 
Scott Co., Minn...... ae 11 34 8 40 
Stank Cosy Te caves cineaae 63 83 
Sibley Co., Minn... .4.......00 8 %5 4 86 
BICLDY COs Wye. veces stele 159 90 
St, Lowlss Mow comcs ceeees "750 00 
Sevier Co., Tenn... Jie cesses 25 00 
South Cattaraugus, N.Y.... 106 66 
Saratoga Co., N. Y...s.ce0.0- 800 00 §=©100 00 
Social Circle, Ga...........0. 6 00 
Spring ‘Green Welsh, Wis... 10 35 

South Haven, Mich.. 20 92 
Sioux Co., Iowa........ . 50 00 
South Seneca, N. Y...... Pi 2 70 
Table Rock & Vic., Neb.. 8 95 
Talladega Co., Ala..... é 58 05 
Thomas’Co.,'Gas.0. odes. cosas * 426 
Three Rivers & Vic., Mich.. 45 12 
Todd Co., Minn ..5.... 5.0.0 4 60 
Uniontown, Ala.. 68 85 
Wirginiaceees series cd 812 43 
Vanderburg Co., Ind.. ate 200 00 
Valparaiso, S. Ac......c..000e 143 96 
Warren Co,, Ga.......-v00c0. 24 04 
Wayne Co., Mich... 388 00 
Winsted, Ct........ 118 17 
Waldensian, Mo.. 6 50 
Warren Co., Mo.... nti) 25 00 
Williams Co., Ohio.......... 20 88 
Western Washington, W. T. 4 55 
Watertown, Wis...........+- 22 87 
Walworth Co., Wis. 20 414 
Waupaca Co., Wis... 19 63 
Washington Co., Ks. 86 04 
Warren Co,, Ill........ 149 47 
Whiteside Co., Ill.... 50 00 

Washington City, D.C.... 250 00 
Youngstown, Ohio........... 80 00 


$1,478 42 10,159 24 


OTHER SOURCES. 
Levant Agency, by Mrs. J ohn Crosby 


Browiarwnadder sensed SEIN MG 4 87 
Russian Agency, Russia........ PSS 10 00 
Rev. E. Wright, St. Louis, Mo........ 17 80 

$82 17% 
MISCELLANEOUS. 
INUGPeRb.o. ses ccc ass 
Retail Sales........ 
Sales by yo Se eee sale 
Trade Sales ......ssseeseeeneeerees 

ALODLS ne saciess staat 
Record Subscriptions. . ROCTIOS 
SUNATIES . saessise sce om 

SUMMARY. 

For General Purposes..........4.++++ $2,950 19 
Legackes. nce siete sedvdeeee vee 2,994 18° 
Church Collections..........-ssee0e0++ 2,154 06 
Avails of Sales. by those to whom ¥ 

Books have beengiven.............. 506 19 
Auxiliary Boclenice =a: Donations... 1,478 42 


on Account... 10,159 24 
. 82 1%. 
6,816 55 


See 


Other tee: 
Miscellaneous. .........cecccscereeesves 


Total Receipts.........-seeeeees $26,591 00° 


. 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, LL.D............--: President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D........ } Corresponding 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D........ i Seowptatten 


REV. ALBERTS: EOIN DD secen vente cee. 
WLLLLAM: FOU LKB; JiR. sstwietes wc seats oes sisies tees Treasurer. 
CALEB "TS RO Wikis cel oeniioer ceiceretnsiiostas *-sietae General Agent. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books for distribution at home or abroad, and communications 
for the Bible Society Record, should be addressed to ‘‘ The 
Secretaries of the American Bible Society, Bible House, Astor 
Place, New York.”’ 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to ‘The Treasurer of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
ete., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to ‘‘ The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. Vo books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in books. 


BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty-five cents to twenty- 
seven dollars. Testaments from jive cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS, 


Alabama & Florida.............. Rey. Z. A. PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
NT ICATISAS wiatieactet sot c oentls ete Rev. W. H. VERNOR, D.D., 
Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada.,.......... Rey. JOHN THOMPSON, 
Oakland, Cal. 
COOTR1A.-s..- oat ce anes eaten Rey. HERBERT P. MYERS, 
Fort Valley, Geo. 
Illinois & Western Indiana...... Rey. E. G. SMITH, 
Morrison, Whiteside Co., ll. 
LOW Dest nics otclewlerow sieeisecinwsecion, a Rey. JOHN Hoop, ‘ : 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa. 
NGATISAS TLE oeictas aot ein weeeone Rey. 8. D. StoRRs, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rey. Gro. 8: SAVAGE, M.D., 
Covington, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi......... Rey. R. 8. HOLCOMBE, 
New Orieans, La. 
Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rey. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
Appleton, Wis. 
Minnesota & Dakota..... sistas aioe Rev. Joun HINTON, 
Faribault, Rice Co., Minn. 
Missouri:........0.... whixtes -...Rey. EDMUND WRIGHT, 
St. Loués, Mo. 
Nebraska, Colorado, & Wyo- jock Gro. W. WAINWRIGHT 
BLU s c weeeictsvneiale kfcorsrcty isoerette Blair, Neb. 


North & South Carolina........Reyv. ©. H. WILEY, D.D., 


Winston, Forsyth Oo., N.C. 
Ohio & Eastern Indiana.........Rey. E. 8. GILLErrn, \ 
men ' Cleveland, Ohio. 
Oregon & Wash. Ter..,.........Rey. P. C. HETZLER, 


Salem, Oregon. 
MOXASE ie: ae fp eleac ceceun sae ¥e oeb ROW WHRAIEATE DB, RANKIN, 

Austin, Texas. 
West Virginia..:......... ++++.-.Rey, WALTER R. LONG, | 


BrisLE Society RECORD, 


. club rates; but the 


Wheeling, W. Va. 


ENTERED AT THE POST-OFFICE AT NEW YORK, N. ¥., AS SECOND-CLASS (MAIL) “MATTER. i! 


Volume 31. 


NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its qfficers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. ; 

No society can be considered as having become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially, communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shalt 
remain thus connected with tt. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Member of the Society. The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for sale and gratui- 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot. be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auxiliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible’ When an Aux- 
iliary is unable to do this, application should be made to this. 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary. ~ 5 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. , 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, and 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, do not come 
within the range of charitable objects. 


The American Bible Society expects that due credit will | 


be given for its donations by those to whom its books are 
confided for distribution. ; 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for 
1886, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the United 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Society. 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this Society 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his mem- 
bership, on the simple condition that the request Jor tt is renewed 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent to pas- 


tors of churches contributing directly to the funds of the 


Society. : 

Three copies will be sent, as heretofore, to the president, 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from which remit- 
tances are received. Other copies may be ordered at the 


money should in all cases accompany 
the order. f t iy 


‘ 


be 


, 
‘ 


‘Every person who is entitled to the Record and fails to 


receive it, is specially 1 
letter or postal card, giving his post-office address. 


requested to communicate the fact by _ 


